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NOTES AND NEWS 



Henri Lichtenberger, now French Exchange Professor at Harvard 
from the Sorbonne, is an Alsatian, having been born in Strasbourg in 
1864. His native tongue, therefore, is French, though he learned German 
very early while attending the German Gymnasium. His family, as so 
many of that region, soon after the war decided to leave that unfortunate 
province, and went to Paris in 1876 where, shortly afterwards, Henri 
Lichtenberger took the regular courses at the Lycee, and was from that 
admitted to the Sorbonne. Having at this time chosen as his special field 
the study of Germanic thought and literature, he returned to Alsace and 
studied at the University of Strasbourg from 1884 to 1887. As soon as he 
had completed his studies Mr. Lichtenberger was appointed professor at 
Nancy. Here he remained until 1905, when his writings and renown 
secured him a professorship at the greatest of French universities, the 
Sorbonne, where he has taught ever since. Mr. Lichtenberger's name is 
probably more closely associated with the modern philosophy than with 
the literature of Germany. In fact he found himself at an early age very 
much attracted by the teachings of Nietzsche, whom he has since made 
his special subject. Indeed it can be said that he was actually the first 
scholar to discover Nietzsche, and to realize the importance of this new 
thinker, whom he has explained and interpreted, according to the judg- 
ment of Nietzsche's closest friends and disciples, better than any one else. 
The writings of Professor Lichtenberger are many and their variety shows 
a remarkable breadth of learning, ranging from studies of medieval 
legendary lore to modern philology, from the appreciation of romantic 
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poetry and music to the history of contemporary German civilization. 
The following list will give an idea of the labors of this French scholar: 
1891 — " Legendes des Niebelungen " ; 1895 — " Histoire de la Langue 
Allemande"; 1898— " La Philosophie de Nietzsche"; 1898— " Wagner, 
Poete et Penseur " ; 1905—" Henri Heine, Penseur " ; 1907— " L'AUemagne 
Moderne et son Evolution " ; 1912 — " Novalis." During his stay at Harvard 
Professor Lichtenberger is giving two courses, one on Nietzsche and the 
other on " Penan et le Nihilisme Tntellectuel Contemporain." The 
former is open to the public. 



With the appearance of its October number the Mid West Quarterly 
begins it3 second year of publication. It may be said without affectation 
that it has been a means of communication between the universities and 
the thinking public from which communication both factors ought to 
benefit. It was established that serious literature might find a journal, 
serious literature which is not the expression of minute research nor over- 
detailed speculation. It is rather a magazine of cultural opinion; its 
articles have ranged from logic to history. The man who is not a pro- 
fessional schoolman, but who, nevertheless, does not deem himself thereby 
excluded from thought ought to find in its pages a continuous stimulation. 
So too ought the university man, who is in greater danger of losing his 
soul, to find a constant reminder that he is really living in a society and 
in a society with more than one interest. This satisfying of a diversity 
of interests will make the Mid West Quarterly distinguished among its 
fellows which restrain themselves by defined programmes. It is not held to 
one kind of opinion nor to one kind of expression. The radical as well as 
the reactionary is welcome to its pages. By some readers this will be 
thought a lack of "editorial policy," by others it will be thought the 
perfection of editorial policy. However one looks at it, he can not fail 
to sympathize with any effort to fit the university into life, and if the 
Quarterly does that alone, it will have accomplished a great deal. 

On October 19, Dr. C. E. Ferree, of Bryn Mawr College, gave a lecture 
before the Section of Astronomy, Physics, and Chemistry of the New 
York Academy of Sciences on the Efficiency of the Eye under Different 
Conditions of Lighting. 

Frederick G. Henke, Ph.D., Chicago, professor of philosophy and 
education in Willamette University, Salem, Oregon, has be n appointed 
acting professor of philosophy in Allegheny College. 

At Oberlin College, Dr. George R. Wells has been promoted to an 
associate professorship in psychology and Dr. E. M. Kitch has been ap- 
pointed associate professor of philosophy. 

The Congress of Neurologie and Psychologie, which was to have con- 
vened in Berne on September 7, has been indefinitely postponed. 

J. Crosby Chapman, PhD., Columbia, has been elected assistant pro- 
fessor of experimental education at Western Reserve University. 



